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Havelock Ellis1

HAVELOCK ELLIS will be remembered as the leading English
anthropologist of his generation. He has the hall-mark of
the authentic prophet, being without honour only in his own
country. The branch of antiiropology which he has made his
special province is not a subject of any university curriculum.
He was the anthropologist of everyday life. His work was sus-
tained by the conviction that the social behaviour of Wigan or
Wimbledon is a proper subject for scientific study.

Such a belief undermines the foundations of English propriety.
For all its grudging concessions to natural science as fit matter
for vocational studies, the English educational system still bears
the impress of the theologians who designed it. The Englishman
is at liberty to treat foreigners who live in Waikiki or Wei-hai-
wei as specimens. Gentlemen are gentlemen, made in the image
of a gentleman. The leaders of English thought are as ever
imbued with Dr. Johnson's belief that the pursuit of the natural
sciences has little relevance to the study of man's "moral and
prudential nature." The London Mercury reveals the fruits of an
English classical education in the verdict: "Mr. Ellis, as he him-
self says of Swift, has a tendency to dwell upon excrement,"

Quite other is the judgment of educated America. The editor
of the American Mercury pronounces the verdict: "If the test of
the personal culture of a man be the degree of freedom from the
banal ideas and childish emotions which move the great masses
of men, then Havelock Ellis is undoubtedly the most civilized
Englishman of this generation." Mr. Mencken's view is a repre-
sentative view of cultured men and women in the States* That

1 From Great Contemporaries (London: Cassell & Co., New York, 1935).